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the Indus valley and Baluchistan, Coggin Brown noted the few
specimens that were known up to 1917,

These implements represent a large variety, which include
different types of celts, swords, harpoons, chisels, spear-heads, etc.
The flat celts have been supposed to be obvious copies of neolithic
examples in stone. The complicated system of metallurgy which
evolved in this age has yet to be properly investigated in the light
of primitive copper-workings discovered in Chhota Nagpur, at
Rupavati in Kathiawar and elsewhere.

From this brief preliminary survey we pass to the discoveries in
the field of Indian prehistory9 made by the Archaeological Survey
since 1921. Till then the Survey had been concerned primarily
with the monuments and antiquities dating from the Maurya
period, chiefly from the reign of Asoka. Long before the rise
of the Mauryas, however, a highly advanced form of civilization,
the Vedic, had come into existence; one that, in the light of the
inscriptions at Boghaz-koi, appears to have flourished during the
latter half of the second millennium B.C. The Vedic tribes, pene-
trating into India from the north-west, occupied the valleys of the
Indus, Ganges and Jumna. Though these river basins have yielded
many remains of the historic age, up till now no sites or monuments
have been discovered that are definitely attributable to the Vedic
people. As regards, too, the earlier palaeolithic and neolithic
peoples, as well as their successors of the Copper Age, our evidence
is limited, as we have already seen, to the finds of stone and copper
implements.10 It was probably the descendants of the Copper Age
people whom the Vedic Aryans encountered when they entered
India, either towards the end of this Age, or when the use of iron
had just been introduced. It has been hitherto supposed that the
civilization of the Pre-Aryan people was greatly inferior to that of
the Vedic Aryans. But this view has undergone wholesale modi-
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